
 

 November Briefs: 
 
 
Kansas HealthWave Now Online 
Here is the link to the new Kansas HealthWave Web site: http://www.kansashealthwave.org/. 
The site includes a greeting from the Governor, interactive features, current radio and television 
spots (TV ads take a minute to download), current billboard campaign, applications in 10 lan-
guages, and other important HealthWave information. Check it out! 
 
Kansas Public Health Certificate Program Enrollment Deadline Near 
Enrollment opportunities are still available for the 2006 Kansas Public Health Certificate Pro-
gram. The training sites for the 2006 Kansas Public Health Certificate Program will be Hays, 
Dodge City, Wichita, and Topeka.  Revisions for the 2006 program are being made based on 
evaluations of this year's participants.  All of the public health core competencies will be covered 
during the course. 
   
For more information, go to the Kansas Public Management Web site  and scroll to the bottom 
of the page to find a downloadable Certificate Program Application; or contact Linda Frazier, 
lfrazier@kdhe.state.ks.us , or Marvin Stottlemire at the KU Management Center (785-296-2353). 
 
The application deadline is Nov. 15. 
 
Health Promotion Abstract Earns Top KPHA Honors 
Praveen Pannala, Arthritis Program Epidemiologist, Office of Health Promotion received the 
KPHA Award for Best Practitioner Abstract at 2005 Annual KPHA Conference. The title of the 
abstract was Obesity, Physical Inactivity and Self-Management of Arthritis among Individuals 
with Doctor-diagnosed Arthritis in Kansas.  The co-author for this abstract was Dr. Ghazala 
Perveen, Assistant Director of Science, Office of Health Promotion.  As a part of this award, 
KPHA will send Pannala to attend the 133rd APHA Annual Conference on Dec. 10-14 in Phila-
delphia. 
 
Miller Fills Vacant Lead Post 
Mary Glassburner, director of KDHE’s Bureau of Consumer Health has announced that Michelle 
Miller has accepted the position of director for the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Pro-
gram. 
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Lose Weight, Save Your Hearing 
The recently released results of a survey investigation of Swedish military conscripts, presented 
at a conference in Gothenburg, Sweden, in December 2004, links obesity to hearing problems.  
Researchers found hearing loss to be twice as prevalent in the overweight participants among 
the 245,000 conscripts surveyed.  These findings held true for men who were overweight due to 
growth disorders at birth, as well as overeaters.  
  
Yet another good reason to shed those extra pounds. 
Source:  Hearing Health:  "Heard Around the World "  Summer 2005 
   
   
Attention Newborn Hearing Screening Coordinators 
Revised regulations are in place!  Don’t forget to submit your annual report to Sound Beginnings 
by Jan. 31, 2006.  This report must include: 
• Name of your designated physician 
• Name of your designated audiologist 
• Back-up hearing screening plan 
• Program protocol 
• Policies 
• Type of equipment 
• Hearing screening personnel, including qualifications and training 
• Cumulative data  
• Copies of contracts/agreements 
Sound Beginnings staff will be happy to assist you if you have questions/concerns about any of 
the regulations or this annual reporting requirement!  Call (785) 296-6135 for details. 
   
Screening TIPS:   
When re-screening an infant due to a positive result in only one ear remember to screen both 
ears.  This will eliminate any missed confirmed unilateral hearing loss due to log errors when 
documenting the screen results. 
 
No more than one repeat screening test should be done outside the hospital before a compre-
hensive audiological test is completed. Call Sound Beginnings (785) 296-6135 for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Got news about people, places & events? Send it to KDHE News: snorman@kdhe.state.ks.us. 
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